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1966: A Program for the Arts in Chicago 

• 1966 plan for cultural development 
• Context of “Cultural Explosion” 
• Create an Arts Council 
• Create a Museum of Contemporary Art 
• Permanent facility for regional theater 
• Renovate and open the Auditorium 
• Artist Housing, Arts Education, Neighborhoods 
• Cultural Advisory Committee of the Committee 

for Economic and Cultural Development of 
Chicago 



1986: Chicago Cultural Plan 

Creation of; 
• Dept of Cultural Affairs and 

Advisory board 
• New Planning Dept with 

neighborhood focus 
• Chicago Cultural Center 
• Guide the future of the arts 

in Chicago 

 

• Elimination of amusement 
tax on legitimate theater 

• Arts Partners In 
Residence 

• Public art moved from 
Public Building 
Commission to DCA 

• Space Registry for Arts 
• Expansion of Grants 

Programs 

Result of Mayor Washington’s Transition Plan 



City Wide Maps CHICAGO “ART-IFACTS” 

Of the nation’s 116 million workers 
• 3.4 percent of all workers are creative 
• 3.5 percent of workers in Chicago are 

in the creative industry 
 

NONPROFIT ARTS SECTOR ECONOMIC 
IMPACT IS SIGNIFICANT 

 
• $1.2 Billion in direct spending by 

nonprofit arts and culture 
organizations in Chicago 

• $1 Billion in spending by nonprofit 
arts and culture audiences in Chicago 

• Generates $1.3 Billion in household 
income to local residents  

• Delivers $214 Million in local and 
state government revenue annually 
 

 
 

Source: Arts & Economic Prosperity IV: The Economic Impact of Nonprofit Arts and Culture Organizations and Their Audiences in the City of Chicago, Americans for the Arts 



Create + Collaborate + Innovate 
Goal: Create a blueprint for Chicago to elevate its profile as a global capital for 
creativity, innovation and excellence in the arts. 
 
The Chicago Cultural Plan 2012: 
 Fulfills initiatives in Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s Transition Plan. 
 Realizes the benefit of culture on broad civic goals like economic impact, quality 

of life, community development and cultural leadership. 
 Encourages cultural participation. 
 Strengthens Chicago’s cultural sector. 
 
 



This PLAN was created by visionary thinkers –the citizens of Chicago.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City Wide Maps THE CITY IS LISTENING 



CHICAGO CULTURAL PLAN 2012 

Citywide conversations resulted in over 200 proposed initiatives, ranging from  
solutions that can be achieved in the short-term all the way to the grand aspirations 

that residents envision for Chicago’s cultural future. 



1. Foster arts education and lifelong learning 

2. Attract and retain artists and creative professionals 

3. Elevate and expand neighborhood cultural assets 

4. Facilitate neighborhood planning of cultural activity 

5. Strengthen capacity of the cultural sector 

6. Optimize City policies and regulations 

7. Promote the value and impact of culture 

8. Strengthen Chicago as a global cultural destination 

9. Foster cultural innovation 

10.Integrate culture into daily life 
 



Its not about a 
Cultural Plan. 

Its about 
Planning 
Culturally. 
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Research 



The Cultural Planning Team 

Venue Partners 
• Libraries 
• Parks 
• Schools 
• Independent Cultural 

Venues 
 

Funding Partners 
• Allstate Corporation 
• Chicago Community 

Trust 
• Illinois Arts Council 

 

• Department of Cultural Affairs and Special 
Events (DCASE) 

• Lord Cultural Resources 



Its all about Communities! 
 



Public Engagement 

Town Hall Meetings and  
Neighborhood Cultural Conversations 





Sector Discussions 
 

• Arts Education 
• Arts and Social Change 
• Creative Industries 
• Cultural Districts 
• Festivals 
• Future of Non-Profits 
• Major Cultural Institutions 
• Neighborhoods and 

Informal Arts 
• Space for Artists and 

Culture 
• Youth 

Independent 
Convenings 

 

• League of Chicago Theaters 
• Dance Community 
• Classical Music 

Organizations 
• Independent Artists 
• Literary Advisory Council, 

Chicago Literary Alliance 
• Higher Education 

Roundtable 
 
 



City Wide Maps 
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Planning Culturally 



 Planning Culturally 
DCASE: 
• Revamping all grant programs 

and streamlining the grant 
application process.  

•  Completing a Strategic Plan for 
the Department 

•  Created a new Creative 
Industries unit, adding three new 
staff positions to the department 
dedicated to this work. 

•  Adding staff to the Cultural 
Planning unit. 

•  Updating the Percent for Art 
ordinance and revamping the 
city’s public art program 

•  Working on a district plan for the 
creative industries at Cermak 
Historic District 

 Department of Housing and Economic 
Development 

• Creating a District Plan for Uptown 
•  Working on a plan to create zoning for 

arts uses in Kedzie/Lake area of East 
Garfield Park. 

•  Incorporating arts and culture (planning 
culturally) in the Green Healthy 
Neighborhoods Plan for the Southside. 
 

Chicago Department of Transportation 
• Pledged to remake all 56 plazas in their 

inventory, incorporating opportunities for 
culture and public art, and partnerships for 
nearby arts organizations. 

• CMAP is creating a tool kit for Cultural 
Planning. 
 







 

THANK YOU! 
www.chicagoculturalplan2012.com 
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